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MEA Overview & ASME B31Q Elements



1

Founded in 1905

Midwest Gas Association
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“Super Regional Association” 
serving both Electric & Natural Gas 

Distribution Utilities and the companies 

that work with them

450+ Members



Members
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MEA Strengths

What our members tell us

we do well …

Online & In-Person Training

Conferences & Events

Committees & Partnerships
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Your Plan

Life’s Plan
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50+ Events each year!
Gas Events – Summit & Roundtable

Electric Events – Summit
OQ related training events – Evaluator Training

Leak Detection Training
Construction Inspector Training

Measurement Excellence Training
Energetic Women Conference

National Gas Rodeo
Executive / Board Meetings

Free Webinars

Technical 
Training Classes

Conferences 
& Webinars

OQ & 
Training



Train the Evaluator [Monthly | Bloomington, MN]

Provides useful information & hands-on practice for conducting credible performance 
evaluations

Construction Inspector Training [Mar 3–7, 2025 | Online]

For new or existing pipeline inspectors

Measurement Excellence Training [Apr 22-24, 2025 | Bloomington, MN]

For measurement technicians, meter shop apprentices, field & regulator maintenance 
crew

Leak Investigation Training [TBD 2025 | In-Person]
For service & gas technicians, mechanical engineers, pipe fitters, inspectors & 
supervisors
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MEA Technical Training Classes



Transition from 192 to ASME [February 19th | 9:30-10:00 am]
Brief review of code requirements found in CFR 192.801 regarding OQ requirements. Also 
includes an introduction of ASME B31Q Standard and how to transition from 192 to B31Q 
Pipeline Personnel Qualification to satisfy the federal regulatory requirements

Field Leader Training - Preview [March 4th | 9:30-10:00 am]
Get to know a bit about MEA’s Field Leader Training during this 30-minute webinar.  Our FLT 
is a defined program that focuses on real-life, practical skills that drive career progress - from 
being a crew member and individual contributor to becoming a crew lead and supervisor

Member Benefits Webinar [March 5th | 9:30-10:00 am]
Get a look under the hood of MEA Energy Association and how we empower the energy 
industry through education, leadership development, and member connections.  We’ll cover 
MEA's events, education and training programs, online community forum, and discovering 
ways to enhance your workforce and/or build your business. 

PHMSA Code Changes [March 13th | 9:30-10:00 am]

PHMSA code changes plus balancing federal and state-level requirements
7

MEA Webinars



Field Leader Training:
MEA’s most POPULAR Training Class for Shift Supervisors, 
Crew Leads, and Team Leads including 9 highly interactive & 
impactful training modules

Skills for Effective Training:
For Trainers, Facilitators, & Instructors in the Energy Industry

Leadership Integrator Cohort:  
Nine-month, small group cohort with 1-on-1 coaching, live 
webinars, and in-person networking events for leaders who 
want to improve their impact
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Leadership Programs

https://www.meaenergy.org/education/combo/



9 Training Units 

Covered
Culture of safety

weaved in throughout

Field Leader Training Curriculum

Effective 
Leadership

Leadership in 
Action Strong Teams

Recognizing & 
Motivating 

Crews

Coaching 
Crews

Resolving 
Conflicts

Working with 
Management Planning Work Ensuring 

Quality
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MEA’s “Tent Pole” Events

Electric Operations Technical 
& Leadership Summit

Gas Operations Technical & 
Leadership Summit
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MEA Operations Events

Gas Operations Roundtable 
Next:  March 18-20, 2025| St. Paul, MN
Past Locations – Indianapolis, Madison, Branson, Louisville
 

Gas Operations Technical & Leadership Summit 
Next:  August 19-21, 2025| Iowa City, IA
Peer-to-peer dialogue around challenges & best practices

Learning opportunities for Gas & Electric 
Operations supervisors, managers, & 

directors
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MEA Gas Ops Roundtable
The Gas Ops Roundtable is a unique opportunity to 
share in a small group discussion with your peers about 
current issues, trends, and best practices. All sessions are 
moderated by gas industry experts. This event is your 
chance to ask questions, learn from industry 
counterparts, and share your experiences.

MEA Member:  $600 per person 
Non-Member:  $750 per person

Samples of this year’s Roundtable topics include…

 Management of Change for Codes & Standards
 Gas Load Forecasting Programming & Tools
 Training vs OQ
 Working with Community Colleges & Trade Schools to 

Create a Hiring Pipeline
 Standard Designs for Regulator Stations & Meter Sets
 Locating Best Practices
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MEA Gas Ops Summit
MEA has been offering best-in-class gas operations 
training since 1923. The summit features keynotes, 
exhibits, pre-conference courses, and tracks on 
compliance, safety, measurement and control, 
distribution and technology, engineering, and technical 
training.

MEA Member:  $600 per person 
Non-Member:  $750 per person

Educational Tracks:
 Distribution & Technology
 Leadership and Workforce Development
 Regulatory Compliance
 Safety & Training
 Engineering & Technical Training
 Measurement & Control

Attendee Types:
 Field Supervisors & Managers
 Field Service Crew Leaders & Personnel
 Operations Supervisors & Managers
 Operations Technicians of All Levels
 Safety Personnel
 Emerging & Existing Leaders in Utility 

Ops
 Exhibitors – Contractors & Suppliers



National Gas Rodeo 
Showcases the skills and teamwork of those working in the 
natural gas delivery industry through a competition 
focused on safety, efficiency, and accuracy.

Next:  September 10-12, 2025 | Turfway Park, KY

https://www.facebook.com/NationalGasRodeo 

14

National Gas Rodeo
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MEA’s National Gas Rodeo
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2024 Winners
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MEA Partnerships

MEA partners with other Associations like AGA, APGA, CEWD …
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EnergyU Courses

MEA’s 192 Natural Gas library is still 

the most commonly-accessed content 

(67%)

ASME B31Q is gaining in usage each year

Also offer 195 Liquids gas, Electric Journeyman, 

Utility General, OSHA, and Leadership courses



ASME B31Q 
Pipeline Personnel 

QualificationOverview of the b31Q Standard

19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



Next Steps

Swing by MEA’s booth
across the hall…

Get more details about Membership  

Sign up for a free webinar 

Sign up your team for the 2025 

National Gas Rodeo

Join a committee & get involved
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Chad Shannon

Membership Services Director

chads@meaenergy.org

651-289-9600 x 112

Thank You!
Larry Murray

Compliance Director

larrym@meaenergy.org

651-289-9600 x 103

mailto:chads@meaenergy.org
mailto:chads@meaenergy.org
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