
Supplemental Report 
NEBRASKA STATE FIRE MARSHAL - PIPELINE SAFETY DIVISION 

 
15-01-535 Stephen Lucas    8715 2010-01-13 &14
Metropolitan Utilities District Millard Incident Investigation
 
Company Official: 
 
Thomas A. Wurtz President (402) 504-7110 
 
Persons interviewed: 
 
Scott Brezack Bagel Bin Owner (402) 680-0413 
Ken Ward Fire Investigation Specialists (402) 457-6013 
Jeff Loll MUD Director of Engineering Services (402) 504-7903 
 

Body of Report: 

On January 13, 2010 I went to see the site of the fire at 1219 South 119th Street.  

Upon arrival I met Ken Ward who told me that as far as he knew the cause of the 

fire was undetermined and that a shut in test of the customer piping would be 

attempted at a later date.  He then directed me to the location of the customer 

meters in the alley behind the remains of the building.  There I observed four 

meters in the alley on the north end of the strip mall building had been tuned off 

because the section of the building they served had been completely destroyed 

by the fire.  I observed that the second meter from the north had been turned off 

but there was no locking device on the service valve.  I contacted Jeff Loll of the 

Metropolitan Utilities District by telephone and he said he would contact Field 

Services to find out if some other method had been used to prevent the flow of 

gas to the customer piping should the service valve be tampered with by an 

unauthorized person.   

I contacted Scott Brezack by telephone at which time he related to me how he 

was at the Bagel Bin at the time of the fire and that one of his employees had 
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turned on the oven and then gone outside to attend to a truck.  While that 

employee was outside he observed a bright white light coming from two grates 

on the roof of the building.  Steps where then taken to evacuate the building and 

the fire department was summoned.  Scott Brezack stated that there was a 

standing pilot light on the oven and that he had not, nor had any of his 

employees reported the odor of gas in the building prior to the fire.  Scott Brezack 

said he was not aware of being notified of the hazards of natural gas by the 

Metropolitan Utilities District.  He said, “When the bill comes he pitches the stuff 

without looking, takes the bill, and pays it”. 

On January 14, 2010 I met with Jeff Loll at the MUD office and we reviewed the 

records of Field Services response the call from Omaha Fire Department.  Jeff 

Loll said that after turning off the service valve apparently no other method had 

been used to prevent the valve from being opened by unauthorized persons.  In 

the afternoon of January 14, 2010 I followed up behind 1219 South 119th and 

found that a lock had been installed on the second meter from the north and that 

locks remained on the other three meters. 

Time Line: 

January 7, 2010 2200 hours Fire reported at Bagel Bin 

2318 hours MUD Field Services personnel arrive fire scene 

January 8, 2010 0104 hours MUD Field Services personnel depart 

   0959 hours MUD Field Services personnel return 

   1102 hours MUD Field Services personnel depart 

   Afternoon MUD Field Services close and lock gas meters 
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January 13, 2010 Afternoon Unlocked meter observed 

January 14, 2010 Afternoon Meter in question observed to be locked  

Conclusion: 

Considering the time elapsed since the Omaha Fire Department relinquished 

control of the fire scene till the improperly closed service valve was discovered it 

appears that Metropolitan Utilities District Operations, Maintenance, and 

Emergency Manual Procedure Number H.379.0 Inactive Gas Services Effective 

12/15/03 was not followed.  A Notice of Probable Violation of Pipeline Safety 

regulations will be issued citing §192.605. 

End of Report. 

DEPUTY SIGNATURE:  

Page 3 of 3 
15-01-535-Lucas-2010-01-14-MUD-Millard-(Incident Investigation) 















NEBRASKA  STATE  FIRE  MARSHAL - PIPELINE SAFETY SECTION 
FOLLOW-UP  INSPECTION:  

SFM Form 11 Follow-up Specialized Inspection 01/05/05 

 
Name of Operator: Metropolitan Utilities District     Unit # 15-01-463     Site Omaha 
Operator Address:  
3100 South 61st Avenue 
Omaha, NE  68106-3621 

Phone Number:  (402) 554-7777 
Fax Number:            
Emergency:               
Federal ID:                

Persons Interviewed Title Phone No. 
Ed Buglawicz Superintendent Field Services (402) 504-7931 
Laurie Culjat Field Services Technician       
                  
                  
Person conducting Inspection: 
Stephen Lucas DSFM 8715 

Date: 05-26-2010 

Description: 
Code 192.605  Date of Letter: 1-22-2010    Type:NOPV   Disposition: Closed  

Portion of Unit Inspected : 
Disconnected Services in various locatins of MUD system 

Comments: 
Observed that discontinued services were locked or isolated with a blank flange. 




