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NEBRASKA STATE FIRE MARSHAL 
Fire Incident Report 

CASE INFORMATION 

Deputy:  Stephen Lucas Assigned By: Jack Malicky      Case No:  110088 Case Status: Open 

Address:  6th & Pierce City:Omaha State:NE Zip:      

County: Douglas Occupancy Type:Other Date of Incident: 2-14-11 Time of Incident:1630 

Date of Request:       Time of Request:       Date of Arrival: 2-15-11 Time of Arrival: 1200         

Case Subject: natural gas leak with no 
ignition. Total Loss: $      Requesting Agency:       

Requesting Person:       Responding Fire Dept: Omaha Fire Dept. Official Spoken With:       
FIRE DETAILS 

Cause:    Area of Origin:    

Heat Source:    Item First Ignited:       Lightning:    

Weather Conditions:       Wind Speed:       Wind Direction:      Temperature:      Humidity:      

Incendiary Container:    Ignition Device:    Fuel:    

STRUCTURE INFORMATION 

Structure Type:    Building Status:    Construction Type:    

Extent of Damage:    Smoke Detector:    Heat Detector:    

Gas Detector:    Flame Detector:    Automatic Sprinkler Alarm:    

Automatic Sprinkler:    Number of Floors:       Dimensions:       Structure Name:       

Suspected Meth Lab:  Yes No Utilities:   Electrical   Water  Gas 

VEHICLE INFORMATION 

Type of Vehicle:       VIN:       Plate:       State Issued:       Make:       

Model:       Year:       Area of Origin:       Vehicle Status:    
INSURANCE INFORMATION 

Company:       Address:       City:       

State:       Zip:       Policy No:       Claim No:       Owner  Occupant  

Date Issued:       Date Expired:       Property Amount: $      Contents Amount: $      

Property Loss: $      Contents Loss: $      

Company:       Address:       City:       

State:       Zip:       Policy No:       Claim No:       Owner  Occupant  

Date Issued:      Date Expired:      Property Amount: $      Contents Amount: $      

Property Loss: $      Contents Loss: $      
PEOPLE IN THE CASE 

Name: Jeff Loll Relation to Case: Director Engineering 
Services for Metropolitan Utilities District Juvenile:  Yes  No 

Address (if applicable) :       City:       State:       Zip:       

Name: Edward Buglewicz Relation to Case: Superintendent Field 
Services Metropolitan Utilities District Juvenile:  Yes  No 

Address (if applicable) :       City:       State:       Zip:       

Name:       Relation to Case:       Juvenile:  Yes  No 

Address (if applicable) :       City:       State:       Zip:       
Name:       Relation to Case:       Juvenile:  Yes  No 
Address (if applicable) :       City:       State:       Zip:       



 2 

NEBRASKA STATE FIRE MARSHAL 
Fire Incident Report 

Deputy: Stephen Lucas Signature: Stephen Lucas Date:3-4-11 
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NEBRASKA STATE FIRE MARSHAL 
246 S. 14th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 

Case Number: 110088 Date of Report: 3-14-2011 Date of Incident: 2-14-11 

 
 
 
BODY OF REPORT 
Persons interviewed: 

 

Person Title Phone 

Ed Buglewicz MUD Field Services Superintendent (402) 504-0811 

Matt Clark  Homeowner  (262) 853-1910 

Jack Griffey MUD Construction Utility Worker  

Jeff Loll MUD Engineering Services Director (402) 504-7903 

Body of Report: 

On January 14, 2011 at 1548 hours the Douglas County 911 Center received a call from a person calling from (402) 208-6997 who said they 

smelled gas at the corner of Sixth Street and Pierce Street.  Omaha Fire Department and the Metropolitan Utilities District Field 

Services were dispatched by the Douglas County 911 Center.  When Omaha Fire Department and the Metropolitan Utilities District arrived 

on the scene Field Services detected 4% natural gas in the atmosphere of the office at 601 Pierce Street and took readings of forty and 

sixty percent natural gas in the sewer man hole covers at the intersection of Sixth and Pierce streets.  Acting on this information 

Omaha Fire Department Firefighters and Metropolitan Utilities District Field Services Personnel ordered and executed an evacuation of 

the area on 6th Street from Pacific to Hickory Streets.  The evacuation area was subsequently reduced to the area on Sixth Street 

between Pierce Street and Poppleton Avenue.  While on scene Metropolitan Utilities District Field Services Personnel determined that 

there was a grade one leak, removed manhole covers to ventilate the sewers, and called in a Metropolitan Utilities District 

construction crew to repair the natural gas leak.  The Metropolitan Utilities District Construction Crew attempted to cut the flow of 

natural gas to the scene by cutting and capping a dead end four inch low pressure cast iron line running under Sixth Street a half a 

block south of Pierce Street and cutting and capping a dead end eight inch low pressure cast iron main on the south side of Pierce 

Street a half a block east of the corner of Sixth Street and Pierce Street.   

The next morning Metropolitan Utilities District Field Services Personnel followed up on the leak repair and found indications that 

natural gas persisted in the sewers and ground in the area of Sixth and Pierce Streets.  A Metropolitan Utilities District Construction 

crew excavated a four inch high pressure (ten pounds pressure per square inch) cast iron natural gas line at a point where a twelve 

inch sewer line crossed over the top of the natural gas line.  After digging through three to three and a half feet of frozen ground 

the construction crew found a gas leak resulting from a transverse crack in the high pressure cast iron main directly under a sewer 

line crossing.  A brick was found on top of the gas line that appeared to have been intended as a spacer between the natural gas line 

and the sewer line.  It appears likely that that the natural force of the frost cap pressing down on the sewer pipe caused a transverse 

crack to propagate in the cast iron natural gas main. 

I interviewed residents of the neighborhood and all the residents had smelled gas in the area of Sixth and Pierce Street on February 

fourteenth and some indicated they had smelled gas for some time earlier.  Matt Clark stated that he had smelled gas and called the 

Emergency Number late Saturday night February 12 and the person receiving the call made a short response and hung up. 

Ed Buglewicz Supplied records outlining activities Metropolitan Utilities District Field services technicians Mark Schendt, Scott 

Kaluza, Laurie Culjat performed at the incident scene.  Operator Qualification records provided by Ed Buglewicz indicate that Mark 

Schendt, Scott Kaluza, Laurie Culjat were qualified to perform the covered tasks that they performed that day. 

Jeff Loll supplied Operator Qualification records for Jerry Stovie who controlled the construction scene on February 14 and Jack 

Griffey who controlled the construction scene February 15.  Operator Qualification records indicated Jerry Stovie and Jack Griffey were 

qualified to repair leaks during the interim of this incident. 

Timeline: 

February 12, 2011 

 2358 hours  Matt Clark called the Metropolitan Utilities District’s Emergency Number notifying the District that he  

   smelled gas outside in the area of Sixth and Pierce Streets.  

February 14, 2011 

 1548 hours Douglas County 911 center notified of gas leak at Sixth and Pierce Streets. 

 1549 hours Omaha Fire Department Dispatched 

 1551 hours Metropolitan Utilities District notified of gas leak by the Douglas County 911 center 

 1553 hours First Omaha Fire Department arrives on scene 

 1611 hours MUD Field Services Technician arrives at scene 

 1630 hours MUD Field Services Dispatcher notifies Nebraska State Fire Marshal Fuels Division 

 1706 hours Area on Sixth Street from Pacific Street to Hickory Street evacuated 

 1744 hours Evacuation area reduced to Sixth Street between Pierce Street and Poppleton Avenue. 

 1813 hours Fire Department leaves scene and remainder of evacuees return to their homes on Sixth Street. 

 2018 hours MUD Field Services Technician departs scene 

February 15, 2011 
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 0600 hours MUD Field Services Technicians return to scene 

 1230 hours MUD construction crew repairs leak 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
t the case of this gas leak and evacuation it appears Metropolitan Utilities District did not fulfilled the requirements of CFR49 Part 192.605 by responding 
to a report of an odor of gas on February 12, 2011, as per their Gas Emergency Procedure No. 605 section C 2 Leak Report During Other Than Normal 
Working Hours.  A Notice of Violation of Pipeline Safety Regulations will be issued. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

END OF REPORT 
 

Deputy: 8715 Signature: Stephen Lucas Date: 3-14-2011 

Office Address: 246 South 14th Street Office Phone Number: (402) 471-9465 
 











NEBRASKA  STATE  FIRE  MARSHAL - PIPELINE SAFETY SECTION 
FOLLOW-UP  INSPECTION:  

SFM Form 11 Follow-up Specialized Inspection 01/05/05 

 
Name of Operator: Metropolitan Utilities District     Unit # 15-01-000     Site HQ 
Operator Address:  
3100 South 61st Avenue 
Omaha, NE  68106-3621 

Phone Number:  (402) 504-7903 
Fax Number:            
Emergency:         (402) 554-7777 
Federal ID:          12390 

Persons Interviewed Title Phone No. 
Linda Hernandez Field Services Dispatch Supervisor (402) 504-7740 
Susan Wagner Field Services Dispatcher (402) 504-7970 
Jean Protsman Field Services Dispatcher (402) 504-7970 
Kim Polen Field Services Dispatcher (402) 504-7970 
Shelly Hansen Field Services Dispatcher (402) 504-7970 
Persons conducting Inspection: 
Stephen Lucas DSFM 8715 

Date: 08-16-2012 

Description: 
Code 192.605  Date of Letter: 03-15-11    Type:NOPV   Disposition: Closed  

Portion of Unit Inspected : 
Field Services Dispatch Center  

Comments: 
Observed the activities of four dispatchers during the period of shift change from first to second 
shift.  I observed dispatchers performing activity of monitoring field services technicians and 
taking outside calls.  I interviewed dispatchers and found them to be methodical and diligent in 
performing their tasks.  I found that the dispatchers and management were very serious about 
getting the job done right and that every lost call results in disciplinary action.  
 
 
End Of Report 




