
 SFM Form     6/06    

 

TELEPHONIC REPORT FROM GAS COMPANIES  
FOR PIPELINE INCIDENTS  

Please use “SFM Call Tree” for phone contacts when reporting pipeline incidents.  When State Fire Marshal 
personnel receive telephonic notification of an incident they will ask for the information required to complete 
this form.  If any information is not known at the time of the telephonic notification, mark "UNKNOWN".  

**ALL TIMES REQUESTED BELOW SHALL BE MILITARY (24 HOUR)**  

Date received at Fire Marshal's Office: 1/20/2012 Time received (military): 08:27 

Person at Fire Marshal's office receiving notification of incident: Mike Stromitis 

 

Type of incident: GAS LEAK      EXPLOSION      FIRE     OTHER  

 
Gas operator name: Northwestern Energy    Date of incident: 1/20/2012    Time of Incident: 0300 
 
Exact location of Incident: 4107 E Avenue in Kearney, NE      
 
What was the preliminary cause of the incident:  Per Mr. Simpson 2 individuals were trying to cook 
breakfast.  A flattop gas range apparently had the pilot ignition not working and they could not get the 
range top to come on.  They decided to repair the range and pulled it away from wall and in the process 
pulled the on gas flex connector causing it to break at the coupling.  They pushed it back into location 
and proceded into the garage and lit a cigarette which caused ignition of the leaking natural gas.  The 
two individuals suffered singed hair and apparently minor first degree burns.  Fire Department 
responded, shut-off gas, put fire out.  The individuals refused to go to hospital.  NW Energy personnel 
responded and noted gas level in home was still at 3% LEL gas in atmosphere.  Per NW Energy 
personnel the home did not show concussion damage, just fire damage, and damage appeared to be 
less then $20,000.00.  
 
Name of person reporting incident: Melissa Baruth, Gene Simpson, Mike Sammons 
 
Telephone number of person reporting incident: Unavailable/(308) 293-5401 
 
Has the incident been reported to D.O.T. in 
Washington D.C.?   YES      NO      If Yes what time       

 
Was there a fatality?     YES          NO   UNKNOWN  
  
     Names:                 
 
                  
 

Was there an injury requiring hospitalization?    YES          NO   UNKNOWN  
             
 Names:                  
 
                     
 
Was the initial estimate of property damage 
(including lost gas) $50,000 or more?    YES        NO           UNKNOWN  

 

Is the Fire Department on the scene?                  YES            NO   UNKNOWN    

Is there a State Fire Marshal on the scene? YES   NO    UNKNOWN  
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SFM Pipeline Safety Office Use Only:   

No action taken, placed in file:     Sent to SFM Incident File       Placed in "Gas Operator" file  

Deputy assigned to investigate: 8731     Incident Number:           Fire Number: 120-032 

Meets requirements of 49 CFR Part 191.5   (Operator must report to NRC)     Meets requirements of SFM Title 155, Chapter 1-002   
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NEBRASKA STATE FIRE MARSHAL 
Fire Incident Report 

CASE INFORMATION 

Deputy:  Mike Stromitis Assigned By: Jack Malicky      Case No:  120-032 Case Status: Closed 

Address:  4107 Avenue E City:Kearney State:NE Zip:68847 

County: Buffalo Occupancy Type:Residential Date of Incident: 01-20-12 Time of Incident:0231 

Date of Request: n/a Time of Request: n/a Date of Arrival: 01-23-12 Time of Arrival: 1300 

Case Subject: n/a Total Loss: $7,500.00 Requesting Agency: Pipeline Safety 

Requesting Person: Chief Clark 
Conklin  Responding Fire Dept: Kearney Fire Official Spoken With: None 

FIRE DETAILS 

Cause: Smoking Area of Origin: Cook Area/Kitchen 

Heat Source:Cigarette  Item First Ignited: Natural Gas vapors Lightning: None 

Weather Conditions: Cold Wind Speed:15 mph  Wind Direction:sse Temperature:12.2 F Humidity:67% 

Incendiary Container: None Ignition Device: Cigarette Fuel: Flammable Gas 

STRUCTURE INFORMATION 

Structure Type: Enclosed Building Building Status: Occupied  Operating Construction Type: Wood-Framed 

Extent of Damage: Extensive Fire-Smoke Smoke Detector: Unknown Heat Detector: Unknown 

Gas Detector: Unknown Flame Detector:Unknown  Automatic Sprinkler Alarm: No 

Automatic Sprinkler: No Number of Floors: 2 Dimensions: 40' x 30' Structure Name:       

Suspected Meth Lab:  Yes No Utilities:   Electrical   Water  Gas 

VEHICLE INFORMATION 

Type of Vehicle: n/a VIN: n/a Plate: n/a State Issued: n/a Make: n/a 

Model: n/a Year: n/a Area of Origin: n/a Vehicle Status: N/A 
INSURANCE INFORMATION 

Company: n/c Address: n/c City: n/c 

State: n/c Zip: n/c Policy No: n/c Claim No: n/c Owner  Occupant  

Date Issued: n/c Date Expired: n/c Property Amount: $n/c Contents Amount: $n/c 

Property Loss: $n/c Contents Loss: $n/c 

Company: n/c Address: n/c City: n/c 

State: n/c Zip: n/c Policy No: n/c Claim No: n/c Owner  Occupant  

Date Issued:n/c Date Expired:n/c Property Amount: $n/c Contents Amount: $n/c 

Property Loss: $n/c Contents Loss: $n/c 
PEOPLE IN THE CASE 

Name: Matthew Gill Relation to Case: In home Juvenile:  Yes  No 

Address (if applicable) : 4107 Avenue E City: Kearney State: NE Zip: 68847 

Name: Mike Carmody Relation to Case: Owner of Property Juvenile:  Yes  No 

Address (if applicable) : 3065 Odessa City: Kearney State: NE Zip: 68845 

Name: Mike Sammons Relation to Case: Northwestern Manager Juvenile:  Yes  No 

Address (if applicable) : N/A City: Kearney State: NE Zip:       

Name: Gene Simpson Relation to Case: Northwestern Gas 
Foreman Juvenile:  Yes  No 

Address (if applicable) : N/A City: Kearney State: NE Zip:       
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NEBRASKA STATE FIRE MARSHAL 
Fire Incident Report 

Deputy: Mike Stromitis Signature: Mike Stromitis Date:01-23-2012 

 



NEBRASKA STATE FIRE MARSHAL 
246 S. 14th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

INVESTIGATIVE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 
Case #: 120-032 Date of Report:  01-23-2012 Date of Incident: 01-20-2012 

 
 
BODY OF REPORT:  
  On Friday January 20, 2012, this SFM Deputy, Mike Stromitis, received a phone call from 
Melissa Baruth from Northwestern Energy.  On the phone call with Mrs. Baruth was Mike Sammons 
and Gene Simpson.  Mr. Simpson reported there was a house fire at 4107 Ave E in 
Kearney, NE around 0300 hrs. Friday morning.  2 individuals were trying to cook 
breakfast.  A flattop gas range apparently had the pilot ignition not working and they 
could not get the range top to come on.  They decided to check on why the range 
would not work and pulled it away from wall.  In the removal process pulled the gas 
flex connector causing it to break at the coupling.  Not realizing the connector was 
broke, they pushed the range back into its location.   They went into the garage where 
they lit a cigarette which was the ignition source for leaking natural gas.  The two 
individuals suffered some singed hair and apparently minor first degree burns.  Fire 
Department responded, shut-off gas, put fire out.  The individuals refused to go to 
hospital.  NW Energy personnel responded and noted gas level in home was still at 3% 
LEL gas in atmosphere in the crawl space.  In the kitchen area, there was no gas 
presence noted.  Per NW Energy personnel the home did not show concussion damage, 
just fire damage, and damage appeared to be less then $20,000.00.  Per fire 
department NEFIRS report, damage is noted as $7,500.00.  Gas Company locked off 
the gas meter until repair to the cook stove could be made safe.  
 Notified Supervisor Chief Conklin, and he said as I was out of time, to do a 
follow-up on Monday.   Sent in my telephonic report of fire. 
   Monday January 23, 2012, drove to Kearney and received a NEFIRS report from Kearney Fire 
Department and the met with Northwestern’s Gene Simpson and Manager Mike Sammons.  
Discussion on making a Telephonic Report and Title 155 requirements.  Afterward drove to 4107 
Avenue E, but no one was at home.  Noted the gas meter had been turned back on.  Mr. Simpson 
said after verifying Gas stove connection was secured the gas was turned back on after verification 
no leaks in remaining piping.  Repairs had not been done to either the gas tubing connection nor 
had any kitchen repair.     
 
 CONCLUSION: 
 The following is derived from Kearney Fire Report of fire:  Fire was accidental, cause of 
ignition unintentional.  Fire was contained in cooking area of the kitchen, although probable smoke 
damage occurred in other areas.   Ignition of natural gas.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Deputy Name:  Mike Stromitis Signature:  Mike Stromitis 

Agency Address:  246 South 14th St. City:  Lincoln State: NE Zip:  68508 

 
END OF REPORT 
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